AFTERWARD AND FORWARD

an ideological struggle in which one combatant would deny
him individual right and the other has not yet determined
how widely or how soon it shall be granted, will erect the
standards for himself. And in the theatre Auden had akeady
spoken for him in The Ascent ofF.6 as long ago as 1937 :
0 you, who are the history and the creator
Of all those forms in which we are condemned to suffer ;
To whom the intelligent and necessary is also the just;
Show me my path, show all of us, that each upon
This mortal star may feel himself the danger
That under his hand is softly palpitating.
Quieten that hand, interpret fully the commands
Of the four centres and the four conflicting winds,
Those torn between the charities O reconcile,
And to the human vision lead of one great meaning,
Linking the living with the dead, within the shadow
Of which uplifting, loving and constraining power
All other reasons do rejoice and operate.
This is said by a character in a modern play ; and when
drama is once so imagined it creates a theatre for itself. So
it is needless for me to prolong this narrative by saying just
how I foresee the future of the physical playhouse, its archi-
tecture and stage, and the players and directors who will
work in it. I think the changes in respect of all of them will
be fundamental The first is likely to be a rebirth of
simplicity based upon poverty, which may seem at first to
narrow die horizon of the theatre but in effect will widen it
fully by throwing the dramatist first of all, and after him
the actors and director, back upon the resource of
imagination.
1 have tried in this book to do two things I have never
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